Match Secretary’s Report 2016

2015-16 has been yet another fantastic year for the representative Manchester teams.

In the All Counties Super final held on Sunday 28th June 2015 Manchester won every match to win by a very comfortable margin. All of the pairs were comfortably plus on the cross imps though perhaps their slam bidding needed closer examination.

The team was

John Currie / Rodney Lighton

John Holland / Gary Hyett

Tom Slater / Alec Smalley

Michael Byrne/Michael Newman

The Presidents Cup was fairly ridiculously clashed with the Inter County Super finals and held on Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th June. On the Saturday Manchester had its strong line up out and crushed all before it. On the Sunday the strong line up went to win the Inter County super finals and Manchester dropped to 3rd. 
The teams were:  
Dave Barton /  Alan Jones
Gary Hyett / John Holland
Tom Slater / Alec Smalley
Rodney Lighton / John Currie
JKM / John Hassett
Ken Hassell / Raymond Semp
Neil Thomas / Gillian McMullan
Peter Jones / Dave Audley
The Derbyshire match has completely randomly changed date, and is now held in the summer. It was held on July 5th 2015 at Manchester Bridge Club and Manchester won comfortably 

Richard Sinton/Kevin Higgins 
Ron Bayly/Jeanne Bayly 
Herbert Potts / Sylvia Massey
Howard Stubbings/Dhun Daji
Marcelo Rosenbaum/ Elena Rosenbaum
Karen Reissmann/Irene Davies
The Tollemache
Manchester this year had only 4 pairs for the qualifier as some of the regular team were unavailable. On the Saturday they tried the tactic of winning all of their matches in the group stage but this left them in second place, so on the Sunday they decided to lose a match and this sent them to the top of the table.
All of the pairs were plus on the cross imps, once more Alec/Tom crushed all before them with a score of +135, though JKM/John Hassett were not far behind on +109.
Alec/Tom
JKM/John Hassett
Michael Byrne/Michael Newman
John Holland/Alan Mould 
In the final Manchester had only 4 pairs again following some of the regular team being unavailable and they fought a close match, being 1st or 2nd throughout. In the final match they needed an 18-2 win to clinch the trophy but lost 17-3 to the winners to finish 4th, once place ahead of last year’s winners. 
The irregular partnership of Byrne/Hyett was the leading pair followed by another consistent performance by Alec/Tom, with Alan Mould/John Holland about average. John Hassett/JKM were also at the event. 
Northern League
In the A division Manchester had two teams. The A2 team was not as competitive as it would have liked but did finish ahead of the Yorkshire A1 team in one match and the Merseyside team in another match. 
The rest of the division was very competitive - between the other teams fighting it out for second. 
The A1 team won comfortably winning two of the 4 matches and finishing second in the two others. 
In the B Division the Manchester team fought hard and came very close to winning the division they had won in 2007, 2009 and 2012. They finished 2nd-4th in every match and came 2nd overall to Lancashire, who only put out one team in the A division.
In the C Division Manchester started in the hunt but couldn't maintain a competitive stance and ended 4th out of 7 teams. 
