MCBA Executive Meeting 13/02/2026 at 16:30
Notes of Meeting
Present
Gordon Bickley (chair), Alan Mould (secretary), Joy Blakey, Alec Smalley, Royce Alexander, Daniel Kelsall, Espen Gisvold.
1) Apologies
Ann Thornton, Barbara Lewis.

2) Notes of last meeting (June 2024) and matters arising
Accepted as a true and correct record.
The last meeting noted we should try and give David Sarabowski some county TD experience and also ask GB to direct some county events. 
Update: DS has not yet taken the county TD course and therefore is unavailable to TD county events. Paul Beckwith asked if DS could be paid to shadow Jeff Smith at the Higson finals. The Exec felt this was inappropriate and if DS wanted to shadow JS for his own development, then he needed to ask JS this.
GB is not interested in directing events.
There is a dirth of county level TDs. 

3) Matters arising from the 2025 AGM
None

4) Finding a replacement for Espen Gisvold for the Bridgewebs site 
No candidates are forthcoming.
EG very kindly volunteered to stay on until such time as we find a replacement.
AM raised the option of closing the Ionos website. The Exec was split on this matter. 
Action: To leave the websites at the moment. 
Action: Exec to actively look for a replacement for ES.
 
5) Blue, green and black point county events
A discussion ensued as to what events we should GP, particularly taking into account our free GP Pairs and teams events.
A discussion about our various events took place.
BF and Goldstone will be our free GP events and Corwen and Pachabo qualifier. 
Congress stays at black points.

GP Pairs – 16 tables is break even. 

6) Cantor Cup and MBC
No issues.

7) Goldstone Trophy CoC
A discussion around the Goldstone CoC took place and the exec made the following decisions:
· No prize money from 2026-27. 
· Allow the final to be arranged independently by the teams. 
· The default will be the same as the Pachabo for that year.

8) Feedback on competitions so far this season (particularly the league)
RA said league is going well. Only one complaint. No complaints about arranging matches etc. Newcomers going very well. Try to get another 2-3 teams every year. About the same number as last year. 30-31 teams and 13 in the newcomers.
AS: Likely to get Rachel’s team playing in Div 2 next year.

9) Planning for the 2026 AGM – date, time and venue
21/5/2026 19:00, Ashton BC, hybrid meeting.

10) Future planning for events
Lancashire match. GB will look after 9 high, SC will look after A team. 28/6/2026 at Bolton.
Still no news from David Stevenson re President’s Cup. In diary as RB on 4-5 July.
Gazette Cup: ID looking after this. B&CHBC will probably have 4 teams. Ashton and Marple teams. ABC probably 2. MBC - ?
11) Potential NBL C team
Last year we got A and B teams. In each case it is fielding 8 people over 4 weekends. To cover each team you effectively need a squad of about 20 players. 
Quite a bit of time before entries close. 
GB: Try and drum up support from Ashton & Marple. Played on RB – difficult for lower ranking players. Also 42 boards is a big ask for that level of player.
Action: Give it a go. If we don’t have enough pairs before closing date then do not enter a C team.
12) Constitution redraft
It was decided to present the same constitution redraft as several years ago.

13) AOB
13.1	Following the change at the AGM regarding how numbers are counted for shareholders and Corwen entries, the following was decided:
Action: GB to contact clubs asking them to clean up their EBU databases and add in new members and student members. Also, there is a category of “league member”.

Meeting closed: 18:24

